
   A ream of paper is 500 pages. 
To date I have been given around 300 pages of 
information to consider for the School Board 
Steering Committee on facilities.  That does 
not include emails.  There are thirty some odd 
people on this committee meeting up to three 
times a week. (The word odd is in reference to 
the number, not necessarily the people.)  
 

   This is a very serious group, passionate 
about doing their dead level best for the bene-
fit of our students and the entire commu-
nity.  The steering committee includes educa-
tors and contractors, parents, administrators, 
business owners and others who have their fin-
gers on the pulse of the community.  
  
   You may remember my article in the August 
2008 issue of this newsletter expressing my 
disappointment in the surprise of so many that 
the propositions to build a new school did not 
pass.  In my estimation that was a failure on 
the part of the committee to communicate 
with the community.  A very great effort is 
being exercised this time around in getting in-

put from the community. 
  
   After many meetings hearing the citizens, 
studying reports by the experts, evaluating 
the conditions of the facilities the steering 
committee made their recommendation to the 
school board.  The board then fine-tuned the 
recommendation in consultation with the at-
torneys to establish a plan.  There will be 
three propositions on the May 2 ballot.  Each 
will be tied to specific projects which will be 
clearly stated. 
  
   The bottom line is, they listened!  In the 
last election what the voters said was: 
 

"3/4 cent sales tax increase is too much."  The 
new proposition is for 1/2 cent to be dedi-
cated to the new Central Middle School, 
which is absolutely necessary. 
 

* "29 mills is too much of a property tax in-
crease."  Two new proposals, each dedicated 
to specific projects are offered.  Proposition 2 
is for no more than $12,000,000 which 

    If you don't already know 
Betty Thibodeaux, let me 
introduce her.  Betty was 
just recognized as 2008 
salesperson of the year at 
Magnolia Realty.  I had oc-
casion to visit her office on 
Greenwell Springs Road 
when we were working on 
organizing the Crystal Place 
Neighborhood Watch.  At 
that time, I saw that hang-
ing on a wall over her desk 
were many "Salesperson of 
the Year" plaques.  With 22 
years in the business, she 
has apparently become very 
good at what she does. It is 
no surprise that she is suc-
cessful in such a position 

with her busi-
ness  sense, 
friendly nature 
a n d  e a s y 
laugh.  She is 
instantly lik-
able.   
    Betty and 
John, her hus-
band of 46 years, built their 
home on Crystal Drive 33 
years ago.  At that time, 
only the first two filings 
were developed, Crystal to 
Taurus.  Being from a very 
small town in the Opelousas 
area, she was drawn to Cen-
tral because of its rural at-
mosphere, while being a 
stone's throw from the con-

veniences that  a  
city like Baton Rouge 
can afford. 
    B e t t y  h a s 
s e e n  q u i t e  a 
few changes in the 
appearance of our 
neighborhood over 
the years, but has 

enjoyed the friendship of many 
longtime neighbors.  She rat-
tled off names of friends she 
values from all around the sub-
division. You may be one of 
them. 
   We congratulate Betty on 
her recent achievement.  It is 
a well deserved honor . 

Meet Your Neighbor 
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Irish BlessingsIrish BlessingsIrish BlessingsIrish Blessings: 
 

May your day be 

touched 

by a bit of Irish luck, 

brightened by a 

song in your heart, 

and warmed by the 

smiles 

of the people 

you love.  
 

If God sends you 

down a stony path, 

may he give you 

strong shoes.  
 

Wherever you go 

and whatever you 

do, 

May the luck of the 

Irish be there 

with you.  
 

May neighbours re-

spect you, 

Trouble neglect you, 

The angels protect 

you, 

And heaven accept 

you.  
 

May there always be 

work for your hands 

to do. 

May your purse al-

ways hold a coin or 

two. 

May the sun always 

shine on your win-

dowpane. 

May a rainbow be 

certain to follow 

each rain. 

May the hand of a 

friend always be 

near you. 

May God fill your 

heart with gladness 

to cheer you.  

 Jeanie Barnett 

Continued on page 2 

New Taxes For Central? 
What Does This  

Mean For YOU? 



   You don’t have to be elitist to care about 

the nature of those who live around you.  

Their children influence your children.  If 

they don’t mow, vermin can infest your 

yard and overgrowth can inhibit drainage 

of your own property.  Junk cars and other 

blight create breeding grounds for mosqui-

toes and the diseases they carry.  If 

neighbors don’t properly restrain or care 

for  their animals, you and your pets can 

be at risk not only by vicious animal at-

tacks, but by fleas, ticks and diseases they 

may carry. “ 

    We are back at the reality that the suc-

cess of our schools impacts the quality of 

life here in your neighborhood.  When the 

system needs support, provide it.  When 

additional revenue is needed, vote for it.  

The slight difference in your taxes will 

come back to benefit you in many ways. 

Question:  Question:  Question:  Question:  I don’t even have any kids in school.  

How can the public school situation affect me? 

Answer:  “Answer:  “Answer:  “Answer:  “Every aspect of the quality of life in 

your neighborhood can affect the value of your 

property.   A good neighborhood school can 

have a very significant impact on the desirabil-

ity and worth of your home.” 

Question:  Question:  Question:  Question:  If I have no plans to sell my home, 

how can the abstract dollar value of my prop-

erty  make any difference to me? 

Answer: “Answer: “Answer: “Answer: “Increasing the value of the property 

in your neighborhood will increase the quality 

of your neighbors.  Lease payments and mort-

gages will only be affordable to those who are 

employed or have provided for themselves in 

retirement.  People who work for what they 

have tend to take care of it.  Productive people 

have self respect and tend to be respectful of 

others. 

Quality School System Affects Everyone! 

May those who love us 

love us. 

And those that don't love 

us, 

May God turn their 

hearts. 

And if He doesn't turn 

their hearts, 

May he turn their ankles, 

So we'll know them by 

their limping.  

Daylight 

Savings 

Time begins 

March 8. 

       

David and Diane Thompson  

for sponsoring this issue of the 

Crystal Place News.  If you 

would like to sponsor a future 

issue, call  Jeanie at 261-1852. 

Walking Club News 
    Diane and David Thompson are 

still working on organizing a walking 

club here in Crystal Place.  Men, 

women, couples, dog walkers and 

baby strollers...call and they will try 

to organize a group to accommodate 

your preferred speed and time.  Visit, 

have fun and get fit at the same time! 

261-4798 

equates to roughly 9.25 mills, diminishing as the bonds are paid off, to address life 
safety code issues in the existing school buildings.  This is absolutely necessary. The 
third proposition is for no more than $20,000,000, which is roughly equivalent to 14.3 
mills, also diminishing as the debt diminishes, to build a new elementary school. 
 
* "We don't want to spend $98,000,000 for a new school complex when we have 
3 structurally sound schools." With the passage of proposition 2, CHS, Bellingrath and 
Tanglewood will be repaired and given life extending upgrades. Proposition 3 will 
eliminate the need to lease the  Starkey  buildings and many T buildings.  The total 
package of all three propositions is a maximum of $56,000,000. 
 
* "We don't know if we can trust this school board with our tax money."  This is virtu-
ally the same school board that voted not to roll forward the taxes as properties were 
reassessed and values increased.  They had the legal prerogative to do that. The 
board members at that time were appointed, not elected, so they didn't exercise that 
privilege which would have denied the voter's voice.  This decision and others have 
demonstrated responsibility towards the taxpayers. 
  
    By now you know me well enough to know I will not presume to tell anyone how to 
vote.  I will tell you that these are sound and financially responsible propositions, all 
three.  I will tell you I have faith in the continued wisdom of the school board and 
their willingness to listen to the community.  I will emphasize that these projects are 
not simply desired, but greatly needed. Please do what is right.  Please vote your 
heart. 
 

The Bottom Line:   For the majority of owner occupied homes in Crystal 

Place (which are covered by homestead exemption) propositions 2 and 3 will cost 
you NOTHING.  If your home is worth $100,000 both propositions together will 
cost you less than $5 a month.  Proposition 1 would cost you 50 cents for 
every $100 you spend in additional Central area sales tax.   What a bargain! 
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