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Meet Jr. Shelton

I had the opportunity to sit down and visit with LM. (Jr.)
Shelton, candidate for Mayor of Central. At 6’ 77, it is
easy to see why his campaign slogan is so apt; “Someone

Jeanie

| value you, my neighbors and

of meeting him before, he’s been a resident of Comite }{[Ill[' ﬂhilit‘y‘ to make clear, f?ir
Hills for 32 years. He is a long time deacon and Sunday judgments about who you would like
school teacher at Broadmoor Baptist Church. He out tg vate for in the March 27 elec-

lined a four point campaign: tions. | have taken it upan myself to

we can look up to...” While I had never had the pleasure

Availability. Jr. Shelton espouses an open door policy for hri"g to your consideration as
the office of mayor. He worked 36 years in a family much information as possible on
owned Shel-Boze, which operated until December 2009. which you will base your vote.
He plans to work fully 40 hours a week as mayor. He has
also found time to serve on the board of directors for UI'IIV those candidates who have
Central Private School for 16 years and as an officer with  pgma tg me and asked to have the
Capital Region Builders Association. onportunity to soeak to vou have
Accountability.  Though he initially did not support the e ! P L . .

incorporation of Central as a city, he wholeheartedly be- been represented in this publica-
lieves we need to pull together and support the future of tion. In an effort to represent each
Central. He believes that mayor he would be accountable candidate fﬂil‘lv, | have treated

to its citizens. gach candidate for each office

Fiscal Responsibility. Central has a $6 million budget. A BXHDt'Y the same. All candidates
great deal of that is paid to CH2MHill, responsible for for E'W Gouncil were allowed a
DPW and contracts the P&Z permit sub-contractors. He pertain number of words for a
plans to take the lead in soliciting businesses to increase statement to be written hy them-

Central’s tax base including “Mom and Pop” and entre- selves. Each mayoral candidate

has been given equal time and
space herein and | have compiled
Fairness. Consistency and trust are big words in Jr. Shel- their statements as uhjectively as
ton’s vocabulary. He advocates the inclusion of affordable
housing developments including upscale multiple family
dwellings and allowing the use of mobile homes in Cen-
tral so that young families can avail themselves of our
excellent schools.

He enumerated his goals:

preneurial enterprises such as a medical clinic, movie
theater and book stores.

possible.

2 Timothy 17 states, 'bod didn't
give us a cowardly spirit but a
spirit of power, love. and good
judgment”  So. | urge you my
friends. to use that sound judgment
and conscience and vote.  Therein

1. The feeling that citizens own the city.
2. More people involved in the decision making process.

3. A plan everyone understands and can begin working lies your pawer.
on.

I asked, “What skills do you have that you feel
His

response was that his life experiences in his

qualifies you to be mayor of Central?”

business, in his church and his involvement in
CPS board of directors taught him how to
bring people together through communication.
He emphasized that he is a Christian and plans
an administration based on Christian princi- [

ples.

Jr. Shelton

A Visit with Mayor Watts

Mayor Mac Watts graciously took the time from his
busy schedule to talk with me about his accomplish-
ments in office as mayor and his vision for the future
of Central.

The thing Mayor Watts is proudest of is the city fi-
nances. The budget for the City of Central has been
balanced since its incorporation. Indeed it is projected
that there will be neatly a $1 million surplus this year,
despite the extra financial challenges in the aftermath
of hurricanes, snows and a particularly devastating
storm.

He is also proud of the public/private partnership with
CH2MHIill. After investigation and deliberation and a
national bid (request for proposal), they were chosen
and now the city services are better than before the
incorporation because of faster response, better quality
of work and lower ultimate cost to the residents.

Not only does the Mayor’s office get a daily job sched-
ule from the DPW department so that he and execu-
tive assistant David Barrow can check on jobs, Billy
Thompson is contracted by the city to follow up on
these projects, creating a system of quality control and
accountability.

In keeping with the master plan, Mayor Watts envi-
sions a City of Central free from urban sprawl, with a
well defined town center including green spaces, per-
haps a patrk in the center, and shopping to help keep
our tax money here. He is in favor of leaving vast
green spaces, maintaining the country flavor we all now
enjoy. The plan includes opportunities for affordable

(not to be confused with low income) housing.

A self-professed “people person,” Watts enjoys mutu-
ally beneficial and amicable working relationships with
the mayors of surrounding cities. Many projects have
come about through his friendly cooperation with
Senator Dale Erdey and Representatives Cliff Richard-
son and Bodi White. Though they don’t
agree on every issue, he has a good relation-
ship with EBR president Kip Holden and
together they have worked for the benefit of
| Central.

“I am about Central!” he states. “I eat, sleep
and breathe Central. This is not a job. I'm
working so that my kids and grandkids can

enjoy Central just like I'm enjoying it.”

Mac Watts




Wayne Messina

Candidate for City Council

I am seeking one of the five positions on the Cen-
tral City Council because I truly believe I have the
ability to make wise, honest decisions for the good of
all the people of Central and I enjoy helping people
that have problems. There are several areas of con-
cern for me that I know are concerns for the Central
Community: roads, drainage, police protection, new
business, open and honest government, helping people,
rights of senior citizens and establishment of an art
council.

My wife, Janet and I have lived in Central for 32
years. We raised two children and are now blessed
with four beautiful grandchildren. Central is our home
and we are proud of that.

I graduated from Nicholls State University with a
B.A. Degree in Education; I then graduated from
L.S.U. with a Master's degree in Supervision and Ad-
ministration and then earned my plus 30 from South-
ern University.

I am proud of the fact that I have worked 41
years for the same company, the East Baton Rouge
Parish School Board, eighteen years as a teacher and
coach and 16 years as assistant principal/principal
Baker High and 7 years as Director of Security for
the system. I am responsible for a $2 million budget
per year.

I believe I am more than qualified to be your Cen-
tral City Councilman. I ask for your vote on March 27,
so that I can prove to you that I will work hard for
you.

I am Central proud.

A message from Councilwoman,
_Joan Lansing:

2010 Census

“It’s In Our Hands”
2 ways YOU can help!

Make sure YOU are counted!
Make sure WE are indentified!

Fill in “City of Central” as your city.

Please use “City of Central” rather than “Pride” as you fill out your
2010 Census form!

Our tax dollars that we pay and the funds we receive from all levels
of government depend on our census count!

All redistricting for parish , state and federal government representa-
tion will depend on our census count!

That Darned Speeding Issue

Neighborhood Watch & Care Team: Kristi Mixon 938-7113
Walking Groups: David & Diane Thompson 261-4798
Garage Sale: Heidi Gill 772-8582
Speeding Solutions: Jack Datz 261-4565
Crystal Place Connections: Jeanie Barnett 261-1852
Game Club: Peggy Hodges 261-3283
Police: 389-5176, 389-5000

You will recall that Ilast
month | mentioned Jack
Datz would be working on
getting signatures for a peti-
tion to investigate the speed-
ing problem on Crystal
Drive. Well, that study was

hour. Believe it or not, some-
one was going northbound in
excess of 76 miles per hour on
a Thursday at 7:00 am—during
the time children are out wait-
ing for the school bus. This is
not a nuisance situation; this is

This newsletter is published purely as a See back issues on

Cehqa@egks.com

ickgn the
“com ity” tab.

means to help insure the livability of our
subdivision. The editor creates this publica-
tion at no charge and is not responsible for
the accuracy of the content submitted by
others. No items resembling gossip or defa-
mation will be included.

done and the results were
that the percentage of speed-
ers is alarmingly high. We
are not talking a few miles
per hour over the speed limit
here. Admittedly, it is diffi-
cult to go 30 mph down Crys-
tal without keeping your foot
on the brake, but 85% of
vehicles are going 16 miles
per hour over the speed limit
or faster! In the three day
period the study took place,
some vehicles were clocked at
speeds over 70 miles per

a dangerous situation.

In a meeting on February 25, a
vote was taken and the deci-
sion was made to create addi-
tional stops on Crystal Drive.
Warning signs will appear
before they become effective.

If you would like more infor-
mation, call Jack Datz at 261-
4565. If you would like a copy
of the eight page traffic study,
email David Barrow at
david.barrow@centralgov.com.
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Thanks to Leland Stockwell for making

a contribution to the publication of this

issue. To maintain an unbiased status,
we never run advertisements nor do
we charge for any article. Donations
are welcome to support our efforts to

bring you this information.
Jeanie 261-1852




