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Let’s Talk About The Economy 

   Just a few days ago, the lead stories in all of the TV and 
newspapers was that stock prices had fallen to the lowest 
level in five years!  Five years! Gasp!  Do you remember stand-
ing in a bread line five years ago?  Were you destitute on the 
street?  Do you even remember at what level the Dow was?  
How did it affect you?  

  October 13 was the day of  the biggest stock rally since the 
Great Depression.  I know that news really caused you to cele-
brate; light your cigars with $100 bills; made the sun shine 
brighter and made your shoes fit more comfortably.  No?  It 
didn’t?   

   In the 1900’s stocks fell into a bear market 31 times.  And 
guess what.  They rallied 31 times.  Yep, every single time.  So 
far, that is what they always have done and that is what we 
can probably expect again.     

   We don’t have a crystal ball, but we do have a rear-view 
mirror.   This time is different, but  then every time is different.  

    In the meantime, while we await recovery, here is the  

Good News:Good News:Good News:Good News:    

• A national magazine named Baton Rouge one of the most 
recession proof cities in the country. 

• Gasoline prices are down. 

• Baton Rouge has the lowest foreclosure rate in the country 
next to Syracuse, New York. 

• Sales of existing homes in the Baton Rouge area were ac-
tually up in September. 

• Economist Loren Scott said, “National forecasts predict 
contraction for three quarters from mid 2008 to early 
2009.  If that turns out to be the case, Baton Rouge won’t 
experience a recession, just continued slow growth.” 

 

 

CRYSTAL PLACE NEWS 

     I recently had the opportunity to visit with Central’s Chief of Po-Central’s Chief of Po-Central’s Chief of Po-Central’s Chief of Po-
lice, Doug Browning lice, Doug Browning lice, Doug Browning lice, Doug Browning and ask him some questions about crime in our 
area.  I was invited into his office in City Hall with all the hospitality 
of a host inviting a guest into his home.  The truth is, that if he does 
have a second home, it is that gray and maroon police car, which 
patrols Central daily.  You may see it in any given neighborhood 
every two days or so, as he says he tries to cruise each subdivision 
himself that often.  He estimates he stops every other day to fill the 
tank.    

   Doug’s real home is in Central, too, of course.  He is a life-long 
resident and graduate of Central High which is also the alma matter 
of his three children.  Not only does he have 34 years of experience 
in the East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s 
Office, but he has a loyalty to his 
home town and the folks he has 
always known as neighbors. 

   Doug was excited to tell me about 
the recent addition of 5 patrol posi-
tions.  These five individuals will put 
in 20 hour per month each, totaling 
100 additional patrol hours 100 additional patrol hours 100 additional patrol hours 100 additional patrol hours for our 
city on a volunteer basis.  The cost to the city 
will be limited to the expense of equipment and insurance.  The ap-
plicants are highly qualified and experienced in law enforcement, 
and ought to be placed on patrol in a matter of weeks. 

   The city has authorized up to 20 such additional patrols to be 
added as the budget allows.  This is in addition addition addition addition to the current off 

duty paid patrolmen who work for the City of Central three eight-
hour days per week.  Both the paid and volunteer patrols are to 
specialize in neighborhoods first.  This is because the presence of 
marked units cruising the streets is a valuable deterrent to crime 
of any sort.   

   Right now, the EBR units assigned to Central are also responsi-
ble for an extensive area from Florida Blvd to Plank Road to the 
Amite River to the parish line.  That includes a lot of high crime 
areas that need attention. This is why having our own dedicated 
force is so crucial.  Doug partially attributes the decline in calls to decline in calls to decline in calls to decline in calls to 
Crystal PlaceCrystal PlaceCrystal PlaceCrystal Place to the increased police presence afforded by these 
additional patrolsadditional patrolsadditional patrolsadditional patrols already in place.  He gives a great deal of credit, 
also to the vigilance of the residents vigilance of the residents vigilance of the residents vigilance of the residents since the murder over a year 
ago.  “Our eyes and ears are the public,” “Our eyes and ears are the public,” “Our eyes and ears are the public,” “Our eyes and ears are the public,”  Doug says.  When you 

see or hear anything suspicious, even if 
you are not sure, give the sheriff’s office 
a call at 389389389389----5000500050005000.  You may do so 
anonymously.  If you are concerned 
about complete privacy for the call, be 
sure to use a corded land line rather 
than a cell phone or a cordless home 
phone.   

   Crystal Place and all of Central are 
fortunate to have the experience and dedication 

of Doug as well as his foresight and vision for the future in keep-
ing a secure and peaceful city. 

City of Central Police Chief, Doug Browning 

A Visit With Central’s Chief of Police 

�The burglary ring that has been recently plaguing 
several Central area subdivisions including Crystal 

Place has been busted.� 



Is this the last Crystal Place Newsletter?Is this the last Crystal Place Newsletter?Is this the last Crystal Place Newsletter?Is this the last Crystal Place Newsletter?    
You may notice that there is a box near the newsletters. It is for donations and suggestions.  I really need your 
feedback.  I need articles and items.  If there is some issue you would like to see addressed or discussed, please 
put your suggestion in the box provided, or call Jeanie at 261-1852.  This is not a forum for complaints, but one 
for positive news, endeavors and solutions that will promote unity and friendliness of the neighborhood.  It is my 
pleasure to do what I can to help make Crystal Place a better place to live, I will accept donations from those who 
enjoy the newsletter to help defray the costs of producing it. 

There are those in our neighborhood who are not capable of taking care of 

some basic home maintenance and personal needs.  Does anyone feel called to 

help organize an elderly care team?  Just a few men and women with a Satur-

day a month and a big heart can make all the difference in the world to some-

one who is not able to do basic repairs and clean up themselves. 

If you can organize such an effort, or can help every once in a while, please 

call 261-1852. 
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   You don’t have to be elitist to care about 
the nature of those who live around you.  
Their children influence your children.  If 
they don’t mow, vermin can infest your yard 
and overgrowth can inhibit drainage of your 
own property.  Junk cars and other blight 
create breeding grounds for mosquitoes 
and the diseases they carry.  If neighbors 
don’t properly restrain or care for  their ani-
mals, you and your pets can be at risk not 
only by vicious animal attacks, but by fleas, 
ticks and diseases they may carry. “ 

    We are back at the reality that the suc-
cess of our schools impacts the quality of 
life here in your neighborhood.  When the 
system needs support, provide it.  When 
additional revenue is needed, vote for it.  
The slight difference in your taxes will come 
back to benefit you in many ways. 

Question:  Question:  Question:  Question:  I don’t even have any kids in 
school.  How can the public school situation 
affect me? 

Answer:  “Answer:  “Answer:  “Answer:  “Every aspect of the quality of life 
in your neighborhood can affect the value of 
your property.   A good neighborhood school 
can have a very significant impact on the 
desirability and worth of your home.” 

Question:  Question:  Question:  Question:  If I have no plans to sell my 
home, how can the abstract dollar value of 
my property  make any difference to me? 

Answer: “Answer: “Answer: “Answer: “Increasing the value of the prop-
erty in your neighborhood will increase the 
quality of your neighbors.  Lease payments 
and mortgages will only be affordable to 
those who are employed or have provided 
for themselves in retirement.  People who 
work for what they have tend to take care of 
it.  Productive people have self respect and 
tend to be respectful of others. 

Let’s Talk About Property Values 

Thank you to an 
anonymous neighbor 
for making a 

contribution to help 
cover the costs of 
producing this issue. 

We’re on the web! 

CentralSpeaks.com 

Check under the “Community “ tab. 

JEANIE’S  

PREDICTION:  

 “I KNOW HOW MOST PEOPLE 
WILL VOTE IN THE ELECTION!!!” 
 
      Traditionally, more people will 
vote a resounding “I don’t care!” 
by not voting at all. If history re-
peats itself in Louisiana, “I don’t 
care” will get more votes than 
any one candidate. 

Let’s Talk About Helping Others 

Qualified and experienced 

Before and after school child care 
in my home on Crystal Dr.   

Call 588-5575. 

Mayor’s Court 
Soon there will be a local court sys-
tem that will adjudicate Central 
area cases of misdemeanor and city 
ordinance.  This move will effec-
tively keep the associated fees for 
use within the Central system of 
revenue rather than being ab-
sorbed by the parish. 

Shop Central First! 
Keep your tax dollars at work in our community. 

Did you know that 120,000 cubic yards 
of storm debris have already been re-

moved from the Central area? 


